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Q1

How do I prevent my garage floor from sweating in the transition from winter to
spring in Ottawa?

Garage floor sweating during Ottawa's winter-to-spring transition is caused by warm, humid air hitting a cold

concrete slab that's been frozen for months. When outdoor temperatures start climbing above freezing in March

and April while your garage floor remains at winter temperatures, moisture in the air condenses on the cold surface,

creating that slippery, problematic film of water that can last for weeks.

This phenomenon is particularly pronounced in Ottawa because of our extreme temperature swings and the

thermal mass of concrete slabs. A garage floor that's been sitting at -20°C all winter doesn't warm up quickly when

March brings those first +10°C days. The concrete acts like a giant ice cube, and any humid air that enters the

garage immediately deposits its moisture on the cold surface. This is especially problematic if you park a warm

vehicle in the garage, as the snow and ice melting off your car adds even more moisture to the air.

The most effective prevention strategy is controlling both temperature and humidity in your garage during the

transition period. If you have garage heating, run it consistently rather than intermittently during March and April to

gradually warm the slab and reduce the temperature differential. A small dehumidifier can help remove excess

moisture from the air, particularly if you're parking wet vehicles inside. Improving ventilation by cracking a window

or door on warmer days helps equalize temperatures and humidity levels between inside and outside air.

For unheated garages, the key is managing moisture sources. Remove snow and ice from vehicles before parking

them inside, use absorbent mats under vehicles to catch meltwater, and ensure your garage has adequate

drainage so water doesn't pool on the floor. Some Ottawa homeowners run a small fan to keep air circulating,

which helps prevent moisture from settling on the floor surface.

A properly applied floor coating - either epoxy or polyaspartic - can significantly reduce condensation issues

because the coating surface doesn't get as cold as bare concrete and is less prone to moisture accumulation. The

coating also makes any condensation that does occur much easier to squeegee away rather than having it soak

into porous concrete.

If garage floor sweating is a recurring problem in your space, it might indicate inadequate insulation in the slab or

poor drainage around the foundation. These are bigger issues that may require professional assessment to

determine if moisture is coming from condensation or from groundwater wicking up through the concrete. When

you're ready to address persistent moisture issues or consider floor coating options, you can browse garage

contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find professionals experienced with Ottawa's

unique climate challenges.
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Q2

When is the ideal month to schedule garage construction in Ottawa to avoid
delays?

May is the ideal month to start garage construction in Ottawa, with foundation work beginning as soon as the

frost is out of the ground and soil conditions allow for excavation. Starting in May gives you the full construction

season to complete your project before winter weather returns, and it positions your build ahead of the summer

rush when contractors' schedules fill up.

Ottawa's construction season is compressed into roughly six months — May through October — due to our

extreme continental climate. Concrete cannot be reliably poured when temperatures drop below 5 degrees Celsius,

and Ottawa regularly sees hard frost from late October through April. This short window creates intense demand for

contractors during the prime building months, so early scheduling is crucial for securing your preferred builder and

avoiding delays.

The construction sequence matters significantly in Ottawa. Foundation excavation and concrete work must happen

first, and these require dry, frost-free conditions. May allows the ground to thaw completely and drain from spring

melt, creating stable conditions for excavation. Concrete poured in May has the entire summer to cure and gain

strength before facing its first freeze-thaw cycle. Starting your foundation work in June or July is still feasible, but

you're competing with peak demand and risking weather delays that could push finishing work into the challenging

fall months.

Avoid starting garage construction between November and March — concrete work is nearly impossible,

lumber costs often spike due to supply chain pressures, and any delays push completion into the following

construction season. September starts are risky because Ottawa can see frost as early as late September, and you

need adequate time for foundation curing, framing, roofing, and exterior finishing before sustained freezing weather

arrives.

Book your garage contractor in February or March for a May start. The best garage builders in Ottawa schedule

their summer projects during the winter months, and waiting until spring to start looking often means settling for less

experienced contractors or accepting delays until the following year. When you're ready to move forward, you can

browse experienced garage contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory to compare options and

secure your spot in their construction schedule.

Q3
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What temperature should I keep my heated Ottawa garage at in winter to balance
cost and protection?

For a heated garage in Ottawa, the optimal winter temperature is 15 to 18 degrees Celsius (59 to 64 degrees

Fahrenheit). This range provides excellent protection for vehicles, tools, and stored items while keeping heating

costs reasonable during Ottawa's brutal winters when outdoor temperatures regularly drop to -25°C or colder.

This temperature range prevents several costly problems that plague unheated garages in Ottawa's extreme

climate. Your vehicle's fluids won't thicken to the point where cold starts damage the engine, battery performance

remains strong, and you'll avoid the daily ritual of scraping ice from inside your windshield. Tools stay rust-free,

paint and chemicals won't freeze, and you can actually use your garage as a workshop space even in January.

Most importantly, this temperature keeps your garage door functioning smoothly — the springs, tracks, and weather

seals take enormous punishment when they're subjected to 60-degree temperature swings between a heated

house and an unheated garage.

The cost difference between heating to 15°C versus 20°C is significant over Ottawa's five-month winter. A typical

two-car garage with proper insulation (R-20 walls, R-32 ceiling) costs approximately $300 to $500 per winter to

maintain at 15°C with a natural gas unit heater, versus $450 to $750 at 20°C. The sweet spot balances protection

with practicality — you're not paying to heat the space to living room comfort, but you're preventing the expensive

damage that comes from freeze-thaw cycles and extreme cold.

Critical considerations: This assumes your garage has adequate insulation and proper air sealing. Heating an

uninsulated or poorly insulated garage is like burning money — the heat escapes through every surface. Also,

never heat an attached garage to the same temperature as your house unless it has proper fire separation and

ventilation, as this can create carbon monoxide and fire safety issues.

If you're planning to add heating to your garage or improve its insulation to make heating more cost-effective, you

can browse experienced garage contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at

justynrookcontracting.com/directory.
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Q4

When is the best time of year to build a garage in Ottawa?

The ideal window for building a garage in Ottawa runs from late April through mid-October, with the sweet spot

being May through September when ground conditions, temperatures, and daylight hours all work in your favour.

Most experienced garage builders in Ottawa aim to start foundation work in May once the frost has fully left the

ground and daytime temperatures consistently stay above 10°C, which is important for proper concrete curing.

Starting in May gives you the longest runway to complete the full build before cold weather returns. A typical

detached two-car garage takes 4 to 8 weeks from excavation to final finishing, so a May start means you are

comfortably done by mid-summer with no weather pressure. If your project involves a more complex build —

heated slab, living space above, or extensive electrical — that timeline stretches to 10-12 weeks, making an early

start even more important.

June and July are peak construction months in Ottawa, which means contractors are at their busiest. If you want to

build during this window, you should be reaching out to builders and locking in contracts by February or March at

the latest. Waiting until spring to start calling around often means you will not get on anyone's schedule until August

or September, which introduces risk of weather delays pushing your project into the cold months.

September and early October builds are still very doable in Ottawa, but you are working against shorter days and

the possibility of early frost. Concrete poured in late September needs frost protection blankets during the curing

period, which adds a small cost but is manageable. The real cutoff point is when nighttime temperatures regularly

drop below -5°C, which typically happens in late October or early November in the Ottawa Valley.

What About the Shoulder Seasons?

Late March and April can work for demolition, site prep, and excavation, but pouring concrete foundations is risky

because the ground may still be partially frozen at depth and unexpected spring snowstorms are common.

November builds are possible for above-grade framing if the foundation was poured earlier, but progress slows

significantly as workers deal with cold, snow, and reduced daylight.

One practical tip from Ottawa builders: if you are planning a garage project, use the winter months (December

through March) for design, permitting, and contractor selection. The City of Ottawa building permit process can

take 4-8 weeks, so submitting your application in January or February means you have your permit in hand and are

ready to break ground the moment conditions allow in spring.

---
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

JC Carpentry

Dump n Dash Hauling

Prism Services

Liftime Ottawa Garage Door Service

View all contractors ?

Q5

Can you pour concrete for a garage foundation in winter in Ottawa?

You can pour concrete for a garage foundation during an Ottawa winter, but it comes with significant added cost,

complexity, and risk that makes it impractical for most residential garage projects. Winter concrete pours are

common for large commercial builds where schedule pressures justify the expense, but for a typical detached or

attached garage, most Ottawa contractors will strongly recommend waiting until spring.

The core problem is that concrete needs to cure at temperatures above 10°C for at least 48 to 72 hours after

pouring to develop proper strength. When Ottawa temperatures drop to -15°C to -30°C during January and

February, maintaining those curing conditions requires serious intervention. Contractors use heated concrete mix

(the batch plant heats the water and aggregates before mixing), insulated blankets or tarps over the pour, and

sometimes temporary enclosures with propane heaters running continuously for several days. The ground itself

may need to be thawed before excavation using ground heaters or heated blankets, since Ottawa's frost penetrates

1.2 to 1.5 metres deep by mid-winter.

All of this adds up. A winter concrete pour for a garage foundation in Ottawa typically costs 30% to 50% more than

the same pour done in summer. For a two-car garage foundation that might cost $12,000 to $18,000 in warm

weather, you are looking at $16,000 to $27,000 in winter once you factor in heated concrete, curing protection,

ground thawing, and the additional labour hours. Some ready-mix plants in the Ottawa area also charge a winter

premium on concrete delivery during extreme cold snaps.

Beyond cost, there are quality risks. If the concrete freezes before it reaches adequate strength — which can

happen if a heater fails overnight or a cold snap drops temperatures faster than expected — the slab or footings

can develop internal fractures that compromise the entire foundation. This kind of damage is not always visible on
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the surface and may not show up until years later when cracks appear or the slab begins to shift.

There are a few situations where a winter pour might make sense. If you have a very tight project timeline — say

you need the garage finished by early spring for a specific reason — pouring the foundation in late November or

early March (when temperatures are milder) and then framing through the winter can work. Late fall pours before

the deep freeze sets in are much more manageable than January or February pours.

The practical advice from most Ottawa garage builders is straightforward: pour your foundation between May and

October, plan your project timeline around that window, and use the winter months for permits, design, and

contractor selection instead.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry

Garage Door Depot-Ottawa

JMY Renovations

Transitions Renovations

View all contractors ?

Q6

How much does it cost to winterize an existing garage in Ottawa?

Winterizing an existing garage in Ottawa typically costs between $3,000 and $15,000 depending on the current

state of the garage and how far you want to take the improvements. A basic weatherproofing package — sealing

gaps, adding weatherstripping, and insulating the garage door — can be done for $1,500 to $3,000, while a full

winterization with wall and ceiling insulation, vapour barrier, heating system, and finished interior runs $8,000 to

$15,000 for a standard two-car garage.

The single biggest heat loss point in most Ottawa garages is the garage door itself. An uninsulated steel garage

door has virtually no R-value and acts like a giant cold radiator during Ottawa's winters. Replacing it with an

insulated garage door (R-12 to R-18 rating) costs $1,200 to $3,500 installed depending on the size and style,

and it makes a dramatic difference. If you are not ready to replace the whole door, retrofit insulation panels that
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press-fit into the door sections cost $200 to $500 for a DIY kit, though they are noticeably less effective than a

factory-insulated door.

Wall and ceiling insulation is the next priority. Most older Ottawa garages have bare stud walls with no insulation.

Batt insulation (R-14 to R-24 for 2x4 and 2x6 walls) with a proper 6-mil polyethylene vapour barrier costs

$2,500 to $5,000 for a two-car garage including materials and labour. Spray foam insulation is more expensive at

$4,000 to $7,000 but provides superior air sealing and performs better in Ottawa's extreme temperature swings,

eliminating the condensation problems that can develop with poorly installed batt insulation. The ceiling or roof

space should be insulated to at least R-40 to match Ottawa building code requirements for heated spaces.

Weatherstripping and air sealing is the most cost-effective winterization step. Replacing the bottom garage door

seal, adding weatherstripping around the door frame, and sealing gaps around windows, electrical penetrations,

and the junction between the garage and house wall costs $200 to $600 in materials and can be done in a

weekend. For Ottawa's extreme cold, look for weatherstripping rated for temperatures down to -40°C — cheaper

products become brittle and crack after one or two winters.

If you want to actively heat the garage, a natural gas unit heater (45,000 to 75,000 BTU) costs $1,500 to $3,000

installed and is the most popular choice among Ottawa homeowners because of low operating costs. Electric

heaters and mini-split heat pumps are alternatives, with mini-splits costing $3,000 to $5,000 installed but

offering both heating and cooling. Keep in mind that heating an uninsulated garage is like heating the outdoors —

always insulate first, then add a heat source.

One Ottawa-specific consideration: if your garage has a concrete slab floor with no vapour barrier beneath it

(common in garages built before the 1990s), moisture will wick up through the concrete during spring thaw and

cause persistent dampness. Adding a sealed epoxy floor coating ($1,500 to $3,000) or interlocking floor tiles

($800 to $2,000) helps manage this issue.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

RenoMotion Inc.

Garage doors unlimited

Renovo Construction

Humble Homes - property maintenance

View all contractors ?
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Q7

How should I prepare my garage for ice storms in Ottawa?

Ottawa homeowners know ice storms are not a hypothetical concern — the 1998 ice storm left parts of eastern

Ontario without power for weeks and caused catastrophic damage to structures across the region, including

countless garages that collapsed under the weight of accumulated ice. Preparing your garage for ice storm

conditions is a practical safety measure that protects both the structure and everything you store inside it.

The most important factor is your roof's structural capacity. Ice is extraordinarily heavy — a single centimetre of

ice buildup across a typical two-car garage roof adds roughly 500 to 700 kilograms of load, and during a severe

ice storm that load can double or triple. Older garages built to minimum code, flat-roofed garages, and carport-style

structures are the most vulnerable. If your garage roof has visible sagging, cracked trusses, or was built before

modern snow load requirements were updated (post-1998), it is worth having a structural assessment done. A

qualified builder can evaluate your roof framing and recommend reinforcements if needed — typically adding

collar ties, sister joists, or additional support posts — for $1,500 to $5,000 depending on the scope.

Your garage door is another vulnerability during ice storms. Freezing rain can seal the door to the ground and the

weatherstripping to the frame, making it impossible to open. To prevent this, apply a silicone-based lubricant to

the weatherstripping and bottom seal before storm season. Keep a bag of calcium chloride ice melt inside the

garage (not rock salt, which damages concrete) so you can clear ice from the door threshold from inside. If you

have an automatic garage door opener, test the manual release mechanism regularly — during a power outage,

you need to be able to operate the door by hand.

Power outages are the defining feature of Ottawa ice storms, and your garage can serve as a critical asset or a

major problem depending on your preparation. If you rely on an electric garage door opener, a battery backup unit

($300 to $500) keeps it operational during outages. If you use your garage for vehicle storage, keeping your car

inside with at least a half tank of fuel during ice storm warnings gives you both transportation and an emergency

heat source if needed.

Drainage and grading around your garage matter more than people realize during ice events. When the ice

eventually melts — often rapidly during a mid-winter thaw — the water needs somewhere to go. Make sure your

downspouts direct water at least 1.5 metres away from the garage foundation and that the ground slopes

away from the building on all sides. Garages with poor grading can experience foundation flooding during rapid ice

melt events, especially in low-lying Ottawa neighbourhoods near the Rideau River or in areas with high water

tables.

A simple fall preparation checklist for ice storm readiness: inspect roof framing for any signs of weakness, clean

gutters and downspouts so ice does not dam up against the fascia, lubricate all door hardware and
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weatherstripping, test the manual release on your garage door opener, stock emergency supplies inside the garage

(ice melt, flashlight, battery backup), and trim any overhanging tree branches that could snap under ice load and

damage the roof.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

RenoMotion Inc.

Demontigny Carpentry

Regimbal

Amigo Door Ltd

View all contractors ?

Q8

Do I need to worry about flooding if I'm building a garage near the Ottawa River?

Yes, flooding is a serious consideration for any garage project near the Ottawa River, the Rideau River, or their

tributaries. Ottawa has experienced significant spring flooding events in 2017 and 2019 that affected thousands of

properties, and the city's flood plain maps have been updated to reflect the increased frequency of what were

previously considered rare events. If your property is anywhere near a waterway, flood risk needs to be part of your

garage planning from day one.

The first step is determining whether your property falls within a regulated flood plain. The Mississippi Valley

Conservation Authority, Rideau Valley Conservation Authority, or South Nation Conservation Authority —

depending on which watershed you are in — maintain flood plain maps and regulate development within those

zones. Building a garage inside a regulated flood plain requires special permits and may be subject to restrictions

on foundation type, floor elevation, and building materials. In some cases, new construction within the flood plain is

simply not permitted. Check with your conservation authority before you spend money on design or permits.

Even if your property is outside the official flood plain, proximity to the Ottawa River or Rideau River means you

should design your garage with water management in mind. Properties in neighbourhoods like Constance Bay,

Cumberland, Britannia, and parts of Gatineau that experienced flooding in 2017 and 2019 are especially

vulnerable during spring melt when the Ottawa River can rise dramatically over just a few days.
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For garage construction in flood-prone areas, several design strategies reduce your risk. Elevating the garage

slab above the surrounding grade by 15 to 30 centimetres provides a buffer against surface water intrusion. Using

a monolithic slab (where the footings and slab are poured as one unit) rather than a traditional footing-and-slab

approach creates fewer pathways for water to enter. Installing a sump pit with a battery-backup pump inside the

garage gives you active water removal during flood events, even when the power goes out — and power outages

are common during Ottawa spring floods.

Foundation waterproofing is non-negotiable in these areas. A standard damp-proofing coating is not sufficient —

you want full waterproof membrane on the exterior of the foundation walls, along with a weeping tile system

connected to a sump or storm outlet. French drains around the perimeter of the garage help intercept groundwater

before it reaches the foundation. This level of waterproofing adds $3,000 to $6,000 to a typical garage foundation

but is money well spent if your property has any flood history.

Material choices also matter. In flood-vulnerable locations, avoid finishing the lower walls with standard drywall,

which is destroyed by water contact. Pressure-treated plywood, cement board, or PVC panels for the lower 60

centimetres of the garage interior walls can withstand occasional water exposure without needing to be torn out and

replaced. Store anything valuable on shelving at least 30 centimetres off the floor rather than directly on the

slab.

The City of Ottawa's updated Official Plan includes stronger provisions around flood plain development, and your

building permit application will be reviewed against current flood risk data. Working with a garage builder who has

experience navigating conservation authority requirements in the Ottawa area will save you significant time and

frustration during the permitting process.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry

M.O.T. CONSTRUCTION INC.

Nic’s D.U.C.T Works Inc

The Deck Store Inc

View all contractors ?
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Q9

What are the snow load requirements for garage roofs in Ottawa?

Ottawa's snow load requirements for garage roofs are governed by the Ontario Building Code and are among the

highest in southern Ontario due to the city's heavy snowfall — Ottawa receives an average of 220 to 250

centimetres of snow per season, and individual storms can dump 30 centimetres or more in a single event.

Understanding these requirements matters whether you are building a new garage or evaluating whether an older

one is up to standard.

The ground snow load for Ottawa specified in the Ontario Building Code is 2.4 kPa (kilopascals), which translates

to roughly 245 kilograms per square metre. Your garage roof does not need to support the full ground snow load

because some snow blows off or melts, but the roof snow load after applying reduction factors typically works out

to 1.5 to 2.0 kPa depending on the roof shape, slope, and exposure. A steeper roof pitch (6:12 or greater) sheds

snow more effectively and can be designed for lower loads, while a low-slope roof (3:12 or less) accumulates more

snow and needs heavier framing.

For a standard two-car garage with a typical gable roof, meeting Ottawa's snow load requirements usually means

2x8 or 2x10 roof rafters at 16-inch spacing, or engineered roof trusses rated for the specific loads. Pre-

engineered trusses are the most common approach for new garage construction because they are designed by a

structural engineer for your exact span, pitch, and load requirements, and they arrive on site ready to install. A set

of trusses for a 24x24 two-car garage in Ottawa typically costs $2,000 to $4,000 depending on the design.

The snow load calculation also needs to account for drift loads — areas where wind pushes snow into deeper

accumulations. If your garage is attached to your house or positioned close to a taller structure, snow drifting off the

higher roof onto the garage roof can create localized loads two to three times the normal snow load. This is one of

the most commonly underestimated factors in garage design and a frequent cause of structural problems. Your

building permit application must include engineering calculations that account for drift conditions specific to your

site.

Ice loading is an additional consideration that Ottawa homeowners should not ignore, especially given the legacy of

the 1998 ice storm. The building code specifies a rain-on-snow surcharge of 0.4 kPa for Ottawa, which accounts

for the weight of rain falling on an existing snow pack and saturating it. Combined ice and snow loads during a

severe storm can push total roof loads well above normal snow-only values.

If you have an older garage — particularly one built before the 1998 code updates that increased snow load

requirements in eastern Ontario — it may not meet current standards. Signs of inadequate snow load capacity

include visible roof sagging, cracked or split trusses or rafters, bowed or leaning walls, and doors or

windows that stick during winter (indicating the frame is deflecting under load). Reinforcing an under-built roof
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typically costs $2,000 to $6,000 and is far less expensive than dealing with a partial or complete roof collapse.

One practical point: even a properly built garage roof can be stressed by unusually heavy snowfall or ice buildup.

After major storms, visually check your garage roof from inside (if the ceiling is open) for any signs of deflection or

cracking, and consider carefully removing snow from the roof if accumulation exceeds 60 centimetres. Use a roof

rake from the ground rather than climbing onto the roof.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

JC Carpentry

L.L. Renovation

Custom By Arie

Vanguard Environmental

View all contractors ?
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Q10

How far in advance should I book a garage contractor in Ottawa for summer
construction?

For summer garage construction in Ottawa, you should be contacting contractors and getting quotes no later than

January or February, with the goal of having a signed contract in place by March. The best garage builders in the

Ottawa area book their summer schedules months in advance, and waiting until spring to start the process is the

number one reason homeowners end up either paying premium rates for last-minute availability or pushing their

project to the following year.

Ottawa's construction season is compressed compared to cities with milder climates. With reliable building weather

running only from May through October — roughly six months — every contractor in the residential construction

space is competing for the same window. Garage projects, which involve concrete work that needs warm

temperatures, are especially concentrated in this period. A typical two-car detached garage occupies a crew for 4 to

8 weeks, which means a busy contractor can only take on 3 to 5 garage projects in a season. By February, the top

builders often have their summer schedules 60-70% booked.

Here is a realistic timeline for a summer garage build in Ottawa. November to December: start researching

builders, reviewing past projects, and developing your rough scope (size, attached vs detached, insulated or not,

electrical needs). January: reach out to 3-5 contractors for quotes, schedule site visits so they can assess your

property conditions. February to March: compare quotes, check references, and sign your contract with a deposit.

March to April: submit your City of Ottawa building permit application, which takes 4-8 weeks to process for a

garage. May: break ground once your permit is approved and the frost is out of the ground.

If you miss this timeline and find yourself looking for a contractor in April or May, you still have options but they

come with tradeoffs. Some builders keep a few spots open for smaller or simpler projects. You may also find

availability if another client's project falls through or gets delayed. But generally, contractors who have open

summer availability in May either just started their business (limited experience), had cancellations (find out why), or

are priced higher because they can afford to be selective about what they take on.

Another approach that can work well is booking for a September or October build. This is technically still within

Ottawa's building season, and many contractors have more availability in the fall because the rush of spring-booked

projects has cleared. The tradeoff is that you are working with shorter days and the possibility of early cold weather

affecting concrete curing, but experienced Ottawa builders manage fall projects routinely with proper planning.

One more thing worth knowing: the quoting process itself takes time. A thorough garage contractor will want to visit

your property, assess soil conditions and access, review your lot survey for setback requirements, and prepare a

detailed quote — not just a ballpark number on the phone. Budget 2 to 4 weeks for the quoting phase, which is
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another reason starting in January rather than March makes a big difference.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

RenoMotion Inc.

Prism Services

Ottawa Caulking

JMY Renovations

View all contractors ?

Q11

Can I save money by building my garage in the off-season in Ottawa?

Building a garage during Ottawa's off-season — roughly November through March — can offer some savings on

labour rates, but the additional costs and risks of winter construction often eat into or completely eliminate those

savings for a typical residential garage project. The honest answer is that off-season discounts exist, but they are

more nuanced than most homeowners expect.

Some Ottawa contractors do offer 10% to 20% discounts on labour during the slow winter months to keep their

crews working. If you can find a builder willing to take on a winter garage project, you might save $3,000 to $8,000

on a project that would cost $40,000 to $60,000 in peak season. However, those savings need to be weighed

against the winter-specific costs that come with building in Ottawa's extreme cold.

The biggest added expense is the foundation work. As covered in our concrete pouring article, winter foundation

pours in Ottawa cost 30% to 50% more due to heated concrete, ground thawing, curing protection, and additional

labour. For a two-car garage foundation, that premium alone can be $4,000 to $9,000 — potentially wiping out your

labour savings entirely. Some contractors address this by pouring the foundation in late October or early

November before the deep freeze, then doing the framing and finishing work through the winter months, which is a

reasonable compromise.

Framing and above-grade work during Ottawa winters is physically possible but slower and more expensive than

summer work. Workers are less productive in -20°C to -30°C temperatures — they need more frequent warm-up
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breaks, daylight is limited to 8-9 hours versus 15+ hours in summer, and snow must be cleared from the work area

regularly. Most contractors estimate winter framing takes 25% to 40% longer than the same work in summer,

which translates to higher labour costs even at a discounted rate.

Material costs are generally not affected by the season — lumber, roofing, siding, and hardware cost the same in

January as in July. However, some materials have temperature limitations. Asphalt shingles should not be

installed below -5°C because they become brittle and crack, and the adhesive strips do not seal properly. Vinyl

siding also becomes fragile in extreme cold. Your contractor may need to use alternative methods or materials for

winter installation, which can add cost.

Where off-season timing genuinely saves money is on the planning and permitting side. The City of Ottawa's

building permit office processes applications faster during the winter months because submission volumes are

lower. You may get your permit in 3-4 weeks instead of 6-8 weeks, which saves time and lets you lock in

contractor pricing before the spring rush. Contractors also have more time for detailed quoting and planning during

their slow season, which can result in a more thorough and accurate proposal.

The most cost-effective approach for many Ottawa homeowners is a hybrid strategy: do all your planning,

permitting, and contractor selection during the winter at off-season rates, pour the foundation in late October or late

April when temperatures are manageable, and schedule the main build for early in the warm season before peak-

season pricing kicks in. This lets you capture some off-season savings without taking on the full risk and cost of

deep-winter construction.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry

Renovo Construction

L.L. Renovation

Floor-2-Wall Inc

View all contractors ?

Q12
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What should be on my fall preparation checklist for my Ottawa garage before
winter hits?

Getting your garage ready for Ottawa's winter before the first hard freeze — which typically arrives in late October

or early November — prevents small problems from becoming expensive repairs over the course of a long, brutal

winter. Ottawa's combination of heavy snowfall, extreme cold snaps, freeze-thaw cycles, and occasional ice storms

puts unique stress on garage structures, and an hour or two of fall preparation makes a real difference.

Start with the garage door, which is your largest opening and biggest source of heat loss and weather infiltration.

Inspect the bottom seal — if it is cracked, torn, or compressed flat, replace it before winter. A new bottom seal

costs $30 to $80 and takes about 20 minutes to install. Check the weatherstripping on the sides and top of the

door frame for gaps. Even small gaps let in wind-driven snow and create ice buildup inside the garage. Apply a

silicone-based lubricant to all moving parts: hinges, rollers, springs, and tracks. Cold weather thickens standard

lubricants and causes metal parts to bind, which puts stress on your garage door opener. WD-40 is not the right

product here — use a dedicated garage door lubricant rated for sub-zero temperatures.

Test your garage door opener's manual release mechanism. Pull the emergency release cord and operate the

door by hand to make sure it moves freely. During a winter power outage — which can last days during ice storms

— your manual release is the only way to get your car out. If the door is difficult to lift manually, your springs may

need adjustment or replacement, which is a job for a professional (garage door springs are under extreme

tension and dangerous to work on without proper tools and training).

Inspect the roof and gutters from the outside. Clear all debris from gutters and downspouts so meltwater can drain

freely — clogged gutters cause ice dams that can damage fascia, soffit, and roofing. Check the roof surface for

missing or damaged shingles and repair them before snow covers everything up. Look at the flashing around

any vents, chimneys, or where the garage meets the house (for attached garages). Failed flashing is a common

source of winter leaks that homeowners do not notice until water damage is already done.

Inside the garage, check the concrete floor for cracks. Water that seeps into cracks and freezes will expand them

significantly over the winter through Ottawa's repeated freeze-thaw cycles. Fill any cracks wider than a pencil line

with a concrete crack filler ($15 to $30 per tube) before the first freeze. If your floor has significant cracking or

heaving, that is a sign of a deeper foundation issue that should be assessed by a professional before it worsens

over another winter.

Address drainage and grading around the garage exterior. The ground should slope away from the foundation on

all sides at a minimum grade of 5% for the first 1.5 metres. Ottawa's spring thaw sends enormous amounts of

water across properties, and poor grading directs that water straight into your garage foundation. Extend

downspouts at least 1.5 metres from the foundation using extensions or splash blocks.
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Finally, organize your winter supplies inside the garage: ice melt (calcium chloride, not rock salt which damages

concrete), snow shovels, a roof rake for clearing heavy snow buildup, a flashlight with fresh batteries, and a small

emergency kit in case a winter storm catches you off guard. If you park vehicles inside, keep a bag of kitty litter or

sand for traction if ice builds up on the garage floor from melting snow dripping off your car.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

RenoMotion Inc.

Speedy Pete's Inc

Ottawa Garage Doors & Openers

JMY Renovations

View all contractors ?

Ottawa Garages — ottawagarages.com — Generated May 10, 2026



Q13

How do I handle garage drainage during Ottawa's spring thaw?

Spring thaw in Ottawa is one of the most challenging periods for garage drainage because the ground is still frozen

beneath the surface while snow and ice are melting rapidly on top. Ottawa typically sees its main thaw between

mid-March and mid-April, and during this period, water has nowhere to go — it cannot percolate into the frozen

ground, so it flows across the surface toward the lowest point it can find. If that low point is your garage, you are in

trouble.

The most common spring thaw problem Ottawa homeowners face is water pooling against the garage

foundation and seeping in through cracks, the floor-wall joint, or directly up through the concrete slab. This

happens because snow piled against the garage all winter melts faster than the ground can absorb it. The solution

starts with what you do before winter: make sure snow is not piled directly against the garage walls during winter

shoveling and plowing. Keep a clear buffer of at least 60 centimetres between snow banks and the garage

foundation. This is easy to say but takes discipline during a long Ottawa winter when snow bank space is limited.

If your garage currently floods during spring thaw, the most effective long-term fix is improving the exterior grading

and drainage. The ground around your garage should slope away from the foundation at 5% grade for the first

1.5 to 2 metres on all sides. In many Ottawa properties — especially in established neighbourhoods where soil has

settled over decades — the grade has flattened or even reversed, directing water toward the foundation instead of

away from it. Re-grading around a garage costs $1,500 to $4,000 depending on the extent of the work and whether

any hardscaping (driveways, walkways) needs to be adjusted.

A French drain or perimeter drain installed around the exterior of the garage foundation is highly effective in

Ottawa's spring thaw conditions. This is a gravel-filled trench with a perforated pipe that collects groundwater and

surface water and directs it away from the foundation to a discharge point or dry well. Installing a perimeter drain

around a two-car garage costs $3,000 to $7,000 and is best done during new construction or as part of a larger

foundation repair project, since it requires excavating down to the footing.

Inside the garage, a sump pit with a reliable pump is your last line of defense and arguably the most important

drainage feature for Ottawa garages in flood-prone areas. The sump pit collects water that makes it through the

foundation and pumps it out and away from the building. A sump pump installation costs $1,000 to $2,500 for a

standard setup. For Ottawa conditions, invest in a battery-backup sump pump — spring thaw often coincides with

spring storms that knock out power, and a primary pump that stops working during peak water flow is worse than

useless because it gives you a false sense of security.

For the garage floor itself, floor drains connected to a sump or storm system help manage the water that vehicles

track in during spring. Every car that parks in your garage during thaw season brings in snow, slush, and salt water
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that puddles on the floor. A properly sloped floor with a centre drain or trench drain keeps this water moving instead

of pooling. If your existing floor does not have a drain, adding one is a significant project (sawcutting the slab,

installing the drain and piping, patching the concrete) that costs $1,500 to $3,500 but dramatically improves daily

comfort and reduces moisture problems.

One Ottawa-specific tip: keep an eye on the City of Ottawa spring flood forecasts issued by the conservation

authorities starting in late February. If significant flooding is predicted, take proactive steps like clearing all

valuables off the garage floor onto high shelving, testing your sump pump, and ensuring your battery backup is

charged. Properties near the Ottawa River, Rideau River, Jock River, or Carp River are at elevated risk during

high-water years and should have a flood response plan that includes the garage.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

RenoMotion Inc.

Ottawa Caulking

The Granite shop

Ottawa Integrated Security

View all contractors ?

Q14

Do I need a dehumidifier in my Ottawa garage and what size should I get?

Whether you need a dehumidifier in your Ottawa garage depends on how you use the space, whether it is insulated

and heated, and what you store in it — but the short answer is that a surprising number of Ottawa garages have

humidity problems that go unrecognized until mould appears, tools rust, or stored items get damaged.

Ottawa's climate creates two distinct moisture challenges for garages. In winter, vehicles track in enormous

quantities of snow, ice, slush, and salt brine. In a closed garage, all of that moisture melts and evaporates into the

air. An average vehicle after a snowy commute can deposit 3 to 5 litres of water on a garage floor per trip, and in a

two-car garage with two daily drivers, that adds up to shocking amounts of moisture being released into the space

every day from November through March. In summer, Ottawa's humidity regularly exceeds 70 to 80 percent, and a
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garage with a concrete floor acts as a condensation surface — warm humid air hits the cooler concrete and

moisture condenses, leaving the floor wet and the air damp.

If your garage is unheated and used only for parking, a dehumidifier is usually not necessary or practical

because the space is not sealed well enough to maintain controlled humidity, and running a dehumidifier in a leaky

unheated space is throwing money away. Instead, focus on good ventilation (exhaust fan on a humidistat, proper

weatherstripping) to keep air moving and moisture from stagnating.

If your garage is insulated, heated, or used as a workshop, a dehumidifier becomes a genuinely worthwhile

investment. Excess humidity in a workshop environment causes rust on tools and equipment, swelling and warping

in stored lumber, degradation of paper products and cardboard, mould growth on walls and ceiling surfaces, and an

unpleasant musty smell that permeates everything. For woodworkers specifically, ambient humidity directly affects

wood moisture content and workpiece quality — you cannot produce quality work in an environment swinging

between 30 and 80 percent relative humidity seasonally.

For sizing, a standard two-car garage (roughly 400 to 600 square feet) with moderate moisture conditions needs a

dehumidifier rated at 30 to 50 pints per day. If your garage has significant moisture sources (no vapour barrier

under the slab, frequent wet vehicles, poor drainage around the foundation), step up to a 50 to 70 pint unit.

Commercial-grade dehumidifiers designed for basements and garages are preferable to consumer bedroom units

— they are built for cooler temperatures and have more robust compressors that operate efficiently down to 5 to 10

degrees Celsius, while many consumer units shut off or lose effectiveness below 15 degrees. Expect to pay $300

to $600 for a quality residential dehumidifier and $600 to $1,200 for a commercial-grade unit.

Placement and drainage matter. Position the dehumidifier centrally or near the greatest moisture source (typically

near the garage door where snowmelt accumulates). Most units have a gravity drain option — a threaded port

where you connect a garden hose that runs to a floor drain, sump pit, or directly outside. This is far preferable to

emptying a bucket every day, which gets old quickly and usually results in the dehumidifier sitting full and shut off

half the time. If your garage has no floor drain and no convenient exterior drainage path, a condensate pump ($50

to $100) can push the water uphill through a small tube to a sink, drain, or exterior discharge point.

The target humidity for a garage workshop or insulated garage is 40 to 55 percent relative humidity year-round.

Set your dehumidifier to 50 percent and let it cycle as needed. A basic hygrometer ($15 to $30) mounted on the

wall lets you monitor conditions at a glance. If your dehumidifier runs constantly and cannot maintain the target, you

likely have a moisture intrusion issue (rising damp through the slab, water infiltration through foundation walls, or

inadequate ventilation) that needs to be addressed at the source rather than managed with a bigger dehumidifier.

Energy costs for running a garage dehumidifier in Ottawa typically add $15 to $40 per month to your electricity bill

during the months it operates. Ottawa Garages can help you find contractors who address underlying moisture

Ottawa Garages — ottawagarages.com — Generated May 10, 2026



issues if a dehumidifier alone is not keeping up.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry

ALM Construction & Landscaping Inc.

Demontigny Carpentry

ALTIOR CONSTRUCTION

View all contractors ?

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Garages. It does not constitute professional advice.

Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any garage construction project.

Information is current as of May 10, 2026 and may change. Visit ottawagarages.com for the latest answers.
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